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HE Candour which Horace thows ithe 
Motto ot my Paper, is that which diftin- 
guifhes a Critick from a Caviller. He 
declares that he is not offended with thofe 


little Faults in a Poetical Compofition, which may 


be imputed to Inadvertency, or to the Imperfe&ion 


of Human Nature. The truth of it is, there can be 
no more a perfe&t Work in the World than a per- 
fe& Man. To fay of a celebrated Piece that there 
are Faults in it, is in efte@ to fay no more, than 
that the Auttor of it was a Man.. For this reafon 
I confider every Critick that attacks an Author in 
high Reputation as the Slave in the Roman Triumph, 
who was to call out to the Conqueror, Remem- 
ber, Sir, that you are a Man, I {peak this in rela- 
tion to the following Letter, which Criticifes the 
Works of a great Poet, whofe very Faults have 
more Beauty in them than the moft elaborate Com- 
ofitions of many more correct Writers. The 
weed are very curious and juft, and intro- 
duced by aCompliment to the Work of an Author, 
who I am fure would not care for being pra:fed at 
the Expence of another’s Reputation. 1! muftthere- 
fore defire my Correfpondent to excufe me, if I 
do not publith either the Preface or Conclufion of 
his Letter, but only the Critical Part of it, 


STIR, 
*- * * * * * * 
* *£ *£ &€ *&* *€ * * * 
¢ Ovk Tragecy Writers have been notorioufly 
¢ defe@tive in giving proper Sentiments to 
© the Perfons they introduce. Nothing is more 


x * * * * * 
ea * * & & * 


* * 


(Price Two Pence.) 


* common than to hear an Heathen talking of An- 
© yels and Devils, the Joys of Heaven and the Pains 
* of Hell, according tothe Chriftian Syftem. Leigh’s 
* Alcander difcovers himfelf to be aCartefian in the 
* firft Page of OEdipus. 


———— The Sun’s Sick too, 
Shortly heli be an Earth —-_—— 


As Dryden's Clepmsenes is acquainted with the Coper- 
nican Hypothelis Two thoufand Years before its 
Invention. SE 


Tam pleasd with my own Work; Jove was not more 
With lufant Nature, when bis fpacious Hand 
Had rounded this huge Ball of Earth and Seas, 
To give it the firft pufb, awd fee it rowl 

Along the vaft Abyfs -—-—— 


* I have now Mr. Dryden’s Don Sebaftian before 
* me, in which I find frequent Allufions to Ancient 
* Hiftory, and the old Mythology of the Heathen. 
* It is not very natural to fuppofe a King of Portx- 
‘ gal would be borrowing Thoughts out of Ovid's 
* Metamorphofis when he talked even to thofe of 
* his own Court, but to allude to thefe Romaz F a- 
* bles when he talks to an Emperor of Barbu, 
* feems very extraordinary. But obferve how he 
° — him out of the Clafficks in the followin 
* Lines: 


Why didft thou not engage me Maz to 2f.n, 
And try the Virene of that Gorgon Five 
To Stare me into Statue ? 











t Almeydaat the fame time is more Book-Learned 
“ than Don Sebaftian, She plays an Hydra upon the 
j & Emperor that is full as good as the Gorgon. 


<A O that Vhad the fruitfal Heads of Hydra, 

3% That one might bourgeon where another fell! 
Still won'd I give theé work, frill, frill, thou Tyrant, 
And bijs thee with the laff --—— 


¢ She afterwards in Allafion to Hercules bids him 
© lay down the Lyon's Skin, and take the Diftaff ; 
* and in the following Speech utters her Paffion till 
© more Learuedly, 


No, were we join'd, evn tho’ it were in Death, 
Our Bodies buraing in one Funeral Pile, 

The Prodigy of Thebes wou’d be renew'd, 

Aud my dsvided Flame fhould break from thine. 


* The Emperor of Barbary thows himfelf acquaint- 
‘ ed with the Xoman Poets as well as either of his 
* Prifuners, and anfwers the foregoing Speech in 
* the faine Claffic Strain. 


Serpent, I wiil engender Poifon with thee. 
Our Offspring, like the Seed of Dragons Teeth, 
Shall iffue arm’d, and fight themfelves to Death, 


© Ovid feems to have been Muley Molock’s Fa- 
* vourite Author, witnefs the Lines that follow. 


Shes fiill inexorable, fiill imperious 
dud loud, as if like Bacchus born in Thunder. 


* I thallconclude my Remarks on his Part, with 
* that Poetical Complaint of his being in Love, and 
* leave my Reader to confider how prettily it wou’d 
© foundin the Mouth of an Emperor of AGrocco, 


The God of Live once more bas fhot bis Fires 
Lato my Swit, and my whole Heart receives him, 


‘ Muley Zeydan is as ingenious a Man as his 
* Brother Maley Molock; as where he hints at 
* the Story of Caftor and Pollux. 


——- — — — May we ne'er meet! 
For, like the Twins of Leda, when I mount 
Ke gallips down the Skies —-—— —— 


* As for the AZafti we will fappofe that he was 
© bred up a Scholar, and not only verfed in the 
* Law of Mahomet, but acquainted with all Kinds 
© of polite Learning. For this Reafon he is not 
© at all furprized when Dorax calls him a Phaeton 
* in one Place, and in another tells him he is like 
© Archimedes, 


© The Afzfti afterwards mentions Ximenes, _Al- 
§ dornez, aud Cardinal Wifey by Name. The Poet 
* feemis to chink he may make every Perfon, in his Flay 
* kavw as much as himfelf, and talk as well as he 
* could havedone on the fame Occafion, At leaft [ 
* believe every Reader will agree with ine, that the a- 
* bove-imentioned Semimenis, to which I might have 
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tebeLane, Wives 


* added feveral others, would have been better fuited 
‘to the Court of Axguftus, than that of a Atul 

© Molock. I grant they are beautiful in themfelves 
‘ and much more fo in that noble Language which 
‘ was peculiar to this great Poet. I only” ob. 


‘ ferve chat they are improper for the Perfons. 


‘who make ufe of them. Dryden is_ indeed. ge- 
 nerally wrong in his Sentiments. Let any one 
‘ read the Dialogue between Oc?avia and Cleopatra, 
* and he will be amazed to hear a Romaz Lady’s 
* Mouth filled with fuch obfcene Raillery. If the 
* virtuous O&avia departs from her Character, the 
* loofe Dolabella is no \efs inconfiftent with him- 
* felf, when, all of a fudden, he drops the Pagan 
* and talks in the Sentiments of Revealed Religion, 


— Heav'n has but 
Our Sorrow for our Sins, and then delights 
To pardon erring Man; Sweet Mercy feems 
It’s darling Attribute, which limits ‘Fuftice; 
As if there were Degrees in Infinite ; 
And Infinite wou'd rather want Perfection 
Than punifh to extent —— 


* | might thow feveral Faults of the fame Na- 
* ture in the celebrated Aurenge-Zebe. The Im- 
* propriety of Thoughts in the Speeches of the 
* great Aegul and his Emprefs has been generally 
* cenfured. Take the Sentiments out of the fhin- 
‘ ing Drefs of Words, and they would be tvo 
* courfe for a Scene in Bilingfgate. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Evening will be Sold the curious Manu- 
fcripta in the B:b! or eca SeleGithm:, many of which are upon Vel- 
Jum 3 the Capits! Levers snd Gorcers i'luminated with Gold, usd ya- 
riety of oiher beautiful Cclours, befides a great number of va.uatle 
Paintings in Miniature contained in them. Alfo feveral choice 
M2 u crip s in Spanifh, and one of ihe Pur.o-folio’s of Italian Draw- 
ingr, mackt Lecter A+ B. Catalogues may be had at the Place of 
S.lz, ac ce Greea Door in the litle Piazza Coven:-Garller. 


Juft Publithed, 
The Second Part of the Diffuafive from Jacobit- 


ifm, wareia the Intereft of the Clergy ard Univerfities, wit 
Relat:on tw Popery and the Pretender, is corfid red, price 6d. S Idby jf. 
Baker inPacer nofter Row. Where may te hadihe fir Parr, price 6¢. 
Hannibal ag the Gates, or, the Prefenc Danger ef the Precetidcr, 
price 6d. Some new Pr. »ofs about the Prete:.der, price 6d. More 
Memours of the Pret nder, pr-ce 6d. A farther Difecurfe of Free- 
Think.ng, price 6d. An e#ffiy on the Scu-h Sea Trace, price 6¢. 
Lately Publithed, 

A Rational Account of the Secret Difeafes pe- 
culiar .o che Femsle S$ x, Plain'y difcuvering their Sympt.ms, Na- 
ture, (ruc C f2 and be Method of Cure, fo as Women or Maids 
cf the meaneft Capacity may perfc&ly urderftend and cure theit own 
Uinefles, wich an comple D.f{courfe on Bar:enrefs atd Mifcarriage, di- 
reéting how certainly to cue the fermer, and adfclurely prevent the 
lane. ‘To which are added, Prefcriptions in Engtith of acmirab’e 


and long Experi.ne’d Mecicin:s tur_che Cure of cach private Di- 
ftemper Wcemen and Maids are fubj.& to, by which they may fefe; 
ly cure then {ves wihcur Trouble, thé Advice or Knowledge ot 


any ovher Perfon, The who ¢ iiultraced w ch various Cafes cf Per- 
fons cued, proper Hims, uct.l Cawions Obfervatiocs ard Infir.- 
Gis, che lke ter generai beccS: to cig Female Sex, never beicse 
pebifh’'d, By a Piyficar, Sod ar the bute with Biwe Spikes 
nearwhe Squae in bad a Vara ic we Mincr.es, Price Bound ts. 6d. 
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